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Scientific Note

First record of Prosotas pia Toxopeus (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: Polyommatinae) 
in West Bengal, India
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Abstract. Prosotas pia is reported from Jayanti riverbed (26.747066 N, 89.636343 E). Therefore, this note 
reports a new finding of this butterfly, being incorporated to the existing West Bengal lepidoptera list 
with a photographic record from the Buxa Tiger Reserve, West Bengal, India.
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Resumen. Prosotas pia se registra en el lecho del río Jayanti (26,747066 N, 89,636343 E). Por lo tanto, esta 
nota reporta el nuevo hallazgo de esta mariposa, incorporándola a la lista de mariposas de Bengala 
occidental con un registro fotográfico en la Reserva de Tigres de Buxa, Bengala occidental, India.
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Buxa Tiger Reserve or Buxa National Park is situated in Alipurduar district, in the northern 
part of West Bengal. With 760 square kilometres of area, the northern part of this reserve forest 
shares the international border with Bhutan; Sinchula hills go through the northern edge of 
Buxa Tiger Reserve and Assam border lies in the eastern region (Das 1999). Eight different forest 
types (starting from Savana woodland to northern dry deciduous forest) and broad elevation 
range (60-1750 m) results in a highly diverse flora and fauna (Shivakumar et al. 2006). A total 
of 408 species of butterflies have been recorded from Buxa Tiger Reserve (Sinha et al. 2019). 161 
species of butterflies from Neora Valley National Park (Sengupta et al. 2014) and 170 species of 
butterflies from Gorumara National Park (Das et al. 2012) have also been documented. Prosotas 
aluta (Druce, 1873), Prosotas bhutea (de Niceville, 1884), Prosotas nora (Semper, 1879) and Prosotas 
dubiosa (Felder, 1860) were recorded earlier from this region (Sinha et al. 2019). During an 
occasional three-day expedition, Margined Line blue Prosotas pia was spotted and photographed 
by the authors on April 5, 2019.

Margined line Blue

The global distribution of the taxon is in Nepal, Sikkim, Assam, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos 
and Vietnam (Inayoshi 2020). Several individuals were recorded from Sikkim Himalayas 
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and Assam (Van Gasse 2013; Varshney & Smetacek 2015). One recent observation was 
recorded from Rolep, Sikkim, back in 2011 (Kunte et al. 2020). We found two individuals 
puddling on the river bed (Fig. 1) in the trail to Diban, Buxa Tiger Reserve (26.747066 
N, 89.636343 E) (Fig. 2). The underside of the species wings are pale brownish with a 
tail. P. pia is most similar to P. nora, but can be distinguished by the following characters: 
The spot just below the central cell spot is reduced (Fleming & Cartney 1983; Kehimkar 
2016) in forewings. Underwings submarginal spots are narrower and tend to wash out. 
In forewings, the oblique spot at space four is out of line with a spot in space three and 
extended towards termen (Corbet et al. 1992; Ek-Amnuay 2012).

However, the species have well occurred in Assam and Sikkim states, so the appearance 
of these species in Buxa Tiger Reserve is not very unusual since it is a low elevation species 
(Kehimkar 2016).

The finding of a new record from this region depicts the gap of knowledge regarding 
current butterfly distribution in this region. Therefore, extensive biodiversity surveys and 
systematic studies are utmost important in Buxa Tiger Reserve.

Figure 1. Margined lineblue, P. pia puddling on the stone (underside view).
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Figure 2. New locality record of Prosotas pia in West Bengal, India.
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