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Scientific Note

First records of Leptoglossus occidentalis Heidemann (Heteroptera: Coreidae:
Coreinae: Anisoscelini) in Finland
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Abstract. The first records of Leptoglossus occidentalis for Finland are reported. Information on the
distribution of the species in Europe, in particular in its northern part, is summarized.
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Resumen. Se presentan las primeras citas de Leptoglossus occidentalis para Finlandia. Informacién
acerca de la distribucién de la especie en Europa, particularmente en su parte norte, es resumida.

Palabras clave: Distribucién, Escandinavia, especie invasora, Europa, Hemiptera, paises bélticos.

Since its first appearance in Italy in 1999, the highly dispersible Nearctic coreid
Leptoglossus occidentalis Heidemann, 1910 has colonized nearly all of Europe (van der
Heyden 2019; van der Heyden and Zettel 2019).

In Northern Europe, L. occidentalis has been reported from Denmark (Buhl and
Stephensen 2009), Norway (Mjos et al. 2010) and Sweden (Lindeléw and Bergsten 2012) in
Scandinavia as well as, very recently, from Lithuania in the Baltics (Karalius and Karaliate
2019) so far.

Now, the presence of the species in Finland can be reported: On 22-XI-2018 and 23-XI-
2018, Marja Hallikainen photographed at least one specimen of L. occidentalis in the area
of Turku in Southwest Finland. Nearly one year later, on 29-X-2019, Virve Mékeld found
another specimen in Kotka in South Karelia. A photograph of the specimen was taken by
Petri Metséld. Data on these findings were uploaded to the online database Laji.fi (2019).

Prior to these findings, a newspaper article about a specimen of L. occidentalis which
had been accidentally introduced to Finland and was found alive under the engine hood
of a car, very likely imported from Germany, was published in the Finnish newspaper
Aamulehti (Manninen 2017).

As L. occidentalis has not been reported for Finland in scientific publications yet, the
records reported in this note are the first ones for the country.

As L. occidentalis is present in Finland, Lithuania and Russia, findings of the species
in the Baltic states Estonia and Latvia as well as in Belarus can be expected in the near
future.
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