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Scientific Note
First record of Zelus renardii Kolenati (Heteroptera: Reduviidae: Harpactorinae) in Israel
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Abstract. The first record of Zelus renardii from Israel is reported. Additional information on the
distribution of the species is given.

Key words: Distribution, Hemiptera, Mediterranean Region.

Resumen. Se presenta la primera cita de Zelus renardii de Israel. Se da informacién adicional acerca
de la distribucién de la especie.

Palabras clave: Distribucién, Hemiptera, Region Mediterrdnea.

Zelus renardii Kolenati, 1856, commonly known as the Leafthopper Assassin Bug, is the
only species within the New World genus Zelus Fabricius, 1803 that has been introduced
to Europe. So far, the species has been reported from the following European countries:
Albania, Greece (including the island of Crete), Italy, Spain and Turkey (also reported from
the Asian part) (Davranoglou 2011; Petrakis and Moulet 2011; Baena and Torres 2012; Vivas
2012; Dioli 2013; van der Heyden 2015, 2017; Cerci and Kocak 2016; Zhang et al. 2016;
Simov et al. 2017; Pinzari et al. 2018). The known distribution of Z. renardii in Europe is
principally limited to the Mediterranean Region.

A new and currently the most south-eastern record of the species in the Mediterranean
Region can be added: On 8-XI-2018, Omer Netanel photographed a specimen of Z. renardii
in Kfar Masaryk, a kibbutz located in northern Israel at the coast of the Mediterranean Sea
(Fig. 1). The photograph was first published in the online database iNaturalist (Netanel
2018).

Zelus renardii has not been reported from Israel in scientific publications, yet. Thus, the
record reported in this note is the first one for this country. As Z. renardii has been found
at the boundary between Africa and Asia for the first time, more records from the south-
eastern to southern coastal areas of the Mediterranean Sea can be expected in the near
future.
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Figure 1. Specimen of Zelus renardii Kolenati, 1856, Kfar Masaryk, Israel, 8-XI-2018. (Photograph:
Omer Netanel).
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